2021/22
NEWSLETTER
TACL ... TAKING DOWN WALLS!

A letter from the Executive Director, Nancy Gurr.
The Trail Association for Community Living The summer sun is a welcome reprieve from
continues to recover from the Covid-19

the difficulties we have endured over the

Pandemic, which has challenged us all.

last few years. As we move into the

However, with everyone working together,

sunshine, we have a lot to celebrate. We are

few people connected with TACL have been

planning an outdoor celebration scheduled

sick with COVID-19. We have all been

for the end of summer. After so many of our

affected in one way or another.

celebrations were cancelled over the past

TACL continues to ensure all provincial
mandates to keep our Persons Served and
Staff safe and healthy. We are grateful to
our staff who vaccinated early, wore
their mask, physically distanced, wore
PPE, rapid antigen tested, and followed all
the protocols.

few years we are overdue for a great party,
so keep your eyes and ears open for
a date for our summer end party!
Please check out our website
where you find out about all the
great activities happening at our
agency wide programs.

CARF ACCREDITATION
TACL is preparing for our CARF Accreditation in 2023.
We look forward to highlighting the best of TACL.
Accreditation is a process that demonstrates a provider
has met standards for the quality of its services. CARF
establishes these standards to guide as well as evaluate
how well a provider serves and how it can improve.

CELEBRATING A MURAL
TACL is thrilled to unveil a mural painted on
the side of the TAAC on Riverside Avenue.
Tyler Toews’ artwork invites visitors to walk
through the historic area of Groutage Avenue
towards the walking path along the Columbia
River. The mural depicts a puzzle of a historic
Trail ‘Riverside’ landscape, with windows to
a brighter more progressive future breaking
through, as giant hands with colourful pieces,
complete the puzzle, which all Trail residents
are a necessary and vital piece.

BLOOMIN' VOLUNTEERS
Day Program individuals
volunteered with the Communities
in Bloom to help clean out their
planters on the Esplanade for the
winter. They did a great job cleaning
up the White Garden and helping to
keep the community blooming!

GETTING TO HOME PROGRAM
The CDS Getting to Home program is thankful for all of
the support it has received. The Coldest Night of the Year
fundraiser raised $6821.50 and the Kootenay Savings
Credit Union generously donated $5236 to the program!

TECK-TECHNICAL
SERVICES DONATION
Holly Jenkin presented to the La Nina Shelter and
Getting to Home program a van full of donations as
part of their Inclusion and Diversity initiative.
Your support of our programs is much appreciated!

A NEW VAN & MORE!
TACL Would like to thank CLBC for funding a
minivan for the Community Support program!
The Rotary club has always been a strong supporter of TACL and we are very
appreciative of their generous $2000 donation to “Vans on the Go!” from the Rotary
eClub of Waneta Sunshine. TACL was also very fortunate to have received a $2500
donation for the TAAC programs to purchase all new kitchen accessories, small
appliances and a barbeque!

RECOGNIZING THE BOARD
A special thank you to the Board of Directors for all
that they do to support TACL.
Peter Thiessen - President
Tricia Bell - Treasurer / Recording Secretary
Eleanor Gattafoni-Robinson - Director
Mario Cabianca - Director
Christette Cromarty - Parent Advocate
Crystal Bermel - Self Advocate

TRAIL YOUTH CENTRE
The Youth Centre has been averaging 15-teens
per day. Aside from just hanging out and
talking, board games, video games, pool, and art
are the most popular activities. Recently a guest
from the Chamber of Commerce
encouraged youth to apply to local
employers. Two teens designed and

Picture of teens enjoying a lentil-

printed their resumes on the Centre

potato-cauliflower soup and naan

computers and were hired at
McDonalds!

CYC UPDATE
The CYC has had an active spring.
They have grown to 14 children and
youth with more on the way. The CYC
program has been focusing on both
safety and enjoying the sunshine. They
have been visiting the Fire Hall, Police
Station, and Ambulance Station. The
Camera Club has been busy getting
ready for their photography show and
the Baking Club has been baking up a
storm for the bake sale at the show.
They have also been learning outdoor
survival skills while working on both
team-building and social skills. Staff
and participants are very excited for a
fun-filled summer!

bread at the Youth Centre’s
Thursday Meal Night.

A BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
Vance's friends came
together to wish him a

58

Happy 58th Birthday.

EXPLORING KELOWNA
Member’s of the TAAC Day

Alpha House travelled to Kelowna this

Program gave socially

past June. Visiting the Kangaroo Farm

performances
TACLdistanced
is thanking
Forrest Place

is always a favourite adventure for

for brightening up the office with

everyone! Shopping, bowling, and

their beautiful hand-painted

dining were the highlights of this trip.

rocks and planters!

QUILT
DONATION
KIMBERLEY ADVENTURE
Fruitvale House residents went to tour
Kimberley and had the best time.

Many thanks to the
Beaver Valley
Quilters!
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BOOK BUZZ

The Day Program has been engaged in
a book series: The Last Firehawk. They
have been enjoying the adventure!

HALLOWEEN SPIRIT!

TACL members showed their

THE GOOD-OL'HOCKEY GAME

spooky-spirit with pumpkins
and creative costumes!
Hockey fans of
both Alpha House and
Willow Place went out
to cheer- on the Smoke
Eaters this year!

FESTIVE FUN!
TACL members had a merry holiday season
with some jolly baking, crafty decorating,
and quality time spent together.

DISTILLERY TOUR
Thanks Kootenay West
Distillery! Members of the
TAAC Day Program learned a
lot on their tour of Trail's new,
local distillery.

OH MY.. GOATS!?
The Day Program had a great day over at
Harding Ranch where they got to visit
with all sorts of farm animals, including
goats, horses, and bunnies!

WILLOW'S YEAR:

Residents at Willow Place have kept
busy with hockey games, Easter crafts,
spoiling the house kitty, and exploring
new places in their community!

FIRE HALL VISIT
The Fire Station also welcomed a visit! Members of the Day Program were able to
ask questions, tour the fire hall, and see all of the fire-fighting equipment up-close.

WELCOMING HEATHER ELLIOTT
Heather Elliott is the new Program Manager for the CYC and Day Programs at
the TAAC. She brings to the position many years of experience in program
delivery from similar programs in Saskatchewan and BC. She has been
involved with people with disabilities since the early 90’s and in many
different capacities from paratransit driving to residential care and working
in other similar programs. She was most recently responsible for setting up the
Community Integration program in the Kootenay/Boundary country for the Ministry of Social
Development. While she learned a lot and was able to continue working with and for those
who are vulnerable in our society, she is very happy to be back working directly with those
with developmental disabilities once again. Heather grew up in Trail, graduated from J.L.
Crowe and started her education with a year at Selkirk before moving on to University of
Saskatchewan and completing her Bachelor’s degree at the University of Calgary. She has lived
in all three of the western provinces and the NW Territories and has always enjoyed moving
around and experiencing different cultures and peoples — travelling is one of her favourite
pastimes. Heather is passionate about advocating for those who are more vulnerable in society
and supporting those she knows best to live the fullest lives possible.

HEALTHY AT HOME:
Create a craft or

Do some at-home

Learn a few words

colour the last

exercises and plan

in a new language.

page of this

out some healthy
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meal ideas.

estufa!

Talk to a friend

Get outside and

Use the internet

or check-in with

appreciate nature.

to visit an online

your CI program.

Go for a socially -

museum exhibit or

distanced walk and

play some games.

explore!

2021 INCIDENT REVIEW

COMMENTS
We welcome your questions, comments, and even suggestions for our next newsletter!
Please write them on the reverse side of this page, detach it, and return this to the TACL
office along with your contact details written below:

Name(s):

Phone Number:
and/or Email:

Thank you!
The Trail Assocaition for Community Living & Career Development Services would like
to thank all of our employees as well as those who supported our programs in 2021.
Community Living BC

G Wallace

Ministry of Children &

BC Housing

K Dunsmore

Family Development

Teck Trail Operations

E Santo

RDKB

USW Local 480

Danielle Nesbitt

Columbia Basin Trust

USW Local 9705

K Ackerman

Gov't of Canada

City of Trail

S Masuch

Homeless Partnering

KCDS Work BC

Ann Keffer

Strategies (PGNAETA)

United Way of Trail

Barb Cole

Congregation of Notre Dame

Alvarez Family

K Naruse

Sisters of Columbo

Makwana Family

Italo Canadese

Pi Master Chapter:

Village of Warfield

Program Volunteers

Beta Sigma Phi

... and the many more who generously support TACL & CDS in all of our endeavors
throughout the year.

HEALTH & WELLNESS PROGRAM
We are pleased to announce the return of the Health & Wellness Program
for 2022. Please contact Korrie, Tracy, or Cindy for more information.
Any employee interested in beginning a fitness schedule will receive a onetime 50% rebate (maximum of $200), on a three-month commitment to a
health and wellness program of their choice,
with proof of purchase.
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