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Our Year in Review 
2024 

Trail Association for       
Community Living 
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A Letter from Our Executive Director, 

Nancy Gurr 

I am extremely proud of our accomplishments this year and of the fantastic efforts 
of our staff in making this a year to remember. We appreciate the unwavering  
support the Association receives from families, donors, community members and 
funding providers. It is only through efforts of everyone that we are able to enrich 
the lives of those we support and in our care. I also want to thank our Board of   
Directors for volunteering their time, providing us the benefit of their experience 
and expertise leading us to another year of accomplishments and successful service 
delivery. We continue to take inspiration from those in our care who day in and day 
out show us the value of diversity. 

 

La Nina Shelter successfully moved to its new and expanded capacity location     
allowing the staff to provide even better support to the shelter guests. Rossland  
Avenue House obtained Accreditation through the Assisted Living BC Registrar     
allowing us to continue support a group of individuals who find it challenging to 
find the assistance they require.  

 

The Residents in our homes had various opportunities for vacations, day trips, 
BBQs, shopping trips and individual time with family and friends, just to name a 
few. Our Day Program hosted a very successful Art Exhibition focusing on the     
entries of our Persons Served. Thank you to everyone for your hard work making 
this possible. All the best to everyone in the New Year! 

 

 

Nancy Gurr 

Executive Director 
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Why does Inclusion matter? 

Inclusion helps foster a sense of “belonging” for all and      

increases the possibility that people will find meaningful 

connections among their peers, as well as support when 

they need it. When all are included and valued in the life of a 

community, bullying is less likely to occur.  
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Springtime Fun! 
 

2024 stared off with some fun in the much needed sun! Our  
Person’s Served enjoying that fresh Spring air and catching some 

rays!  
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CLBC Kootenay's Region Community Council Tree 
Project  

The tree celebrates Self Advocates of the past, present and future. 

“This tree symbolizes 
the roots that        

persons with diverse 
abilities have planted 

to keep our           
Community solid and  

inclusive” 
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TACL Celebrates Silver City Days 

All of us at TACL enjoyed the 2024 Trail Silver City Days. Thanks to everyone who 
helped make our Parade vehicles look so wonderful! A beautiful bouquet for the 

eyes!   



7  

 

Peer Group 
having 

fun playing 
mini golf at  

Glenmerry 
Bowl! 

Peer Group always 
has the best time! 
Person’s Served   
enjoying some time 
outdoors trying the 
mini golf course in 
Glenmerry. A fun 
time for all that   
participated. 
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Randy Retires  
Randy McLaughlin- 40 years of Service 

 
A celebration was had at the activity centre for Randy’s retirement. A big thank you 
to Randy and his many years of dedication to the organization. He will be greatly 

missed by not only Person’s Served but by the Staff as well. 
All the best to you Randy and thank you for everything!  
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TACL’s 1st Annual Summer Camp  
 

Many thanks to everyone who made TACL’s 1st Annual Camp Day a huge success! 

The rain disappeared and everyone enjoyed good food and good times with great friends. 

Thank you to Camp Tweedsmuir for accommodating us all!  
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More Camp 
Tweedsmuir 

fun!  
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Champion Lakes fun! 

Person’s Served and Staff 
enjoying a hot, sunny day at 

Champion Lakes. Nothing 
better than beating the heat 
in Summer by spending it on 
the beach and in the water! 

 

This is another fun side of 
Community Inclusion 
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Pride Gym giving back to the community and continuing 
being Inclusive! 

Glen Kalesniko from Pride Gym kindly donated lessons for the 2nd year in a row. He 
and Brandon taught our CYC kids a variety of drills teaching them kicks and   

punches. The lessons were looked forward to by all and were very well enjoyed! 
Our Person’s Served fight daily to be accepted and to feel included. Outings like 

these give everyone a sense of belonging and a send of community.                 
Well done everyone!  
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Shenanigans at Alpha House! 
 

Person’s Served from one of our many Residential homes 
having a blast daily.  

Road trips, Halloween & tons of fun! 



14  

La Nina Shelter 
“Homelessness is not a choice, but rather a journey many find 

themselves on” Asa Don Brown 

BC Housing and the City of Trail have built a 25-bed shelter on Riverside Ave in 
Trail. This is a response to the urgent need to support people experiencing    
homelessness in Trail.  

The shelter started welcoming guests September 11, 2024. We have had so much 
positive feedback from not only guests, but from the residents of Trail.  

This shelter is named La Nina. 
It is a tribute to Nina – the 

daughter, sister and friend of 
the original family who played 
a crucial role in creating the 

first homeless shelter in Trail. 
It remains our hope that 

through this shelter, others 
will find the support they need 
to find stability and success on 

their housing journey – as   
Nina did. 

 
Sheila and Leone enjoying a well deserved cup 

of tea after getting everyone moved in and 

settled. Thanks for all that you do ladies! 
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La Nina Shelter 

A little kindness, understanding and love goes a 
long way…  

The ones that feel unlovable are the ones who 
need it the most.  
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Art show fun!  

The CYC art show this year was a great      
success for all that participated. It’s always a 
good feeling when you get to let your creative 
side take over. Our Person’s Served showed all 
of their talents and appreciation for the Arts.  
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TACL’s Day Program 

Fun in the sun, community garden and smiles for miles!  

Smiles all around 

at the Birchbank 

picnic!  

The community garden was  planted in 

early summer. Person’s Served took 

care of the plants all summer then 

cleared the boxes in fall. They really 

enjoyed harvesting the vegetables and 

seeds for next year.! Nothing better 

than fresh veggies from the garden 

grown with your own two hands.      

Giving a sense of pride for our Person’s 

Served. 
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“Self-Advocacy means to me being able to advocate for myself and others when 
things come up that need to be discussed. Like getting help when saying ‘The 

plumbing is not working properly’ or when I get in a argument with a coworker.”  

Written by: Crystal Bermel, CDS/TACL Self Advocate Group Leader, Kootenay 
Community Counsel Chairwoman, Self-Advocate for PAC. 

Self-Advocacy 
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Inclusion Based Employment 
Services  

CDS and WorkBC partner together to help people in the community with diverse  
disabilities find customized employment to not only fit their needs, but the needs of 
local employers. Not only do they help fill the unemployment gap but they strive to 

make every work place an inclusive one. Many thanks to our partners and           
employers of this wonderful community! 
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Out and About in the Community!  

Person’s Served helping out with Library boxes, exploring Museums,  
Mother’s Day Tea and Road Trip fun!  
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More Community Fun!  

Person’s Served   
having fun with    

Science!  
 

Community Library 
boxes built by     

Person’s Served.  

 

Out and about          
experiencing all the joys 

life can bring!  

The smiles say it all! 
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Truth & Reconciliation Day  

Myrt Servatious 
from the Metis 

Society visits Day 
Program to      

Celebrate Truth & 
Reconciliation 

Day with        
Person’s Served. 

Such an          
important day for 
all of us at TACL.  
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Halloween fun  

Staff and Person’s Served enjoying 
their Halloween party at TACL’s 

Day Program. A spooky time was 
had by all! Look at all of those 

great costumes and those smiles 
that could light up any room!  
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From all of us at Trail Association for          
Community Living and Career Development  

Services we wish you a joyous and prosperous 
New Year!  

ALL THE BEST IN 2025!!! 


